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Sunday, 6th – The Festival of the Epiphany of Our Lord – Word & Sacrament – Healing Prayers
following Worship
Texts: Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7,10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
Epiphany means “manifestation.” On this day we will celebrate the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles—that
is, to all nations. Some Christian traditions celebrate three great epiphanies on this day: the magi’s adoration
of the Christ child, Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, and his first miracle, in which he changes water into
wine. The word and sacraments are for us the great epiphany of God’s grace and mercy. We go forth to
witness to the light that shines brightly in our midst.
Sunday, 13th – The Baptism of Our Lord – Word & Sacrament
Texts: Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The Baptism of Our Lord cannot help but recall our own and all baptismal blessings. We recall and celebrate
our adoption as daughters and sons, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God
when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this
assembly, and we receive the gift of the beloved Son of God in bread and wine.
Sunday, 20th – Second Sunday after the Epiphany – Word & Sacrament
Texts: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of the glory of God to us as it was made
known to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at the baptism of Jesus—today using wedding imagery. Our
God rejoices over God’s people “as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride.” By the power of the Spirit there
are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see.
Sunday, 27th – Third Sunday after the Epiphany – Word & Sacrament
Texts: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21
The glory of the Lord is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. People
prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of the glory of God. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the
glory of God.

Seed Money Received for Projects
Seed Money

20%
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Doors

$ 5,085

$5,532

$447

$27,660

Paving Parking Lot

$10,237

$14,545

$4,308

$72,727

(Church)

Funds still needed for projects $4,755

The flower and bulletin charts for
2019 have been placed on the
bulletin board.
The cost for sponsoring the
altar flowers is $30. The cost for
the bulletins is $10 per week.

The Bell is published monthly (except
a combined July-August edition) by
Bergstrasse Lutheran Church
9 Hahnstown Road
Ephrata, PA 17522
(717) 733-7808
bergluth@dejazzd.com
www.bergstrasselutheran.com
Worship - 10:30 AM
The Rev. Robert Kramer, Interim Pastor
717-405-0044 (cell)

January
6 cereal
13 fruit juice, canned fruit
20 bath products (bar soap,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, toilet
paper)
27 pasta, spaghetti sauce

As of 11/30/18
General Fund

$

19,070.50

Improvement Fund

$

5,993.38

Mission Plus

$

74,686.14

Mission Plus 2

$

2,730.94

Parsonage Security Dep/
Memorial Fund
$

11,281.29

Deadline for the February newsletter is
January 20.
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I think you would agree with me that most of the characters in the Christmas story that gospel
writers Matthew and Luke share with us experience profound disruptions in their lives.
There’s Mary, the teenager with her whole future lying ahead of her. Suddenly blindsided by the
news that she is going to be a mother. Her world is turned upside down in an instant. And then to
top it off, her fiancé insists that she goes with him on an eighty-mile journey with a baby due any
day.
There’s Joseph, a conscientious, law-abiding man engaged to Mary, who is suddenly blindsided by
the news that she will have a baby that he knows is not his.
There’s the innkeeper in Bethlehem. Business was great. All the rooms filled with guests. I suppose
with it came many demands. Room 5 needs more towels. Room 2 could use a crock of hot water.
Busy, busy, busy. And in the middle of it all he is confronted with a young couple desperately
needing a place to stay for the night.
There are the shepherds living in the yonder fields. The flocks are settled down for a good night’s
sleep when the sky suddenly explodes with a light show and heavenly singing at the top of their
lungs. Good news? Yes, but please don’t spook the sheep.
Yes, we have a God that specializes in disruptions, don’t we? And whenever they come (notice I
didn’t say if they come) we can choose to ignore them or even squelch them. Or we can choose to
engage in them.
The Rev. Dr. C. Jeff Woods, a respected writer on faith and leadership, states that the average life
of a shopping center built today is fifteen years. And if the shopping center does not make radical
changes (disruptions to their usual ways of doing business) at least half-way through that fifteen
years it may not even last that long. He goes on to quote Geoff Clovin from an article written in the
Fortune magazine that the most innovative companies embrace disruptions to the usual routines as
opportunities to grow.
A question for us then might be how well does Bergstrasse respond when God’s Spirit changes the
routine? Does the congregation… Ignore? Squelch? Embrace?
Whenever a congregation calls a new pastor, change and disruption to the routine will happen. It
may serve well to remember that life span of the shopping center model especially when change is
ignored or squelched; and to embrace the change and disruption by opening ourselves to God’s
life-giving light and God’s life-giving nourishment.
May you all have a blessed, life-changing New Year.
Pastor Bob
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Mabel Bolar
Evelyn Coldren
John Duing
Earl and Sandy Eshleman
Betty Evans
Jean Fryberger
Polly Gunzenhauser
Carolyn Hibshman
Bill Irvine
DJ Keisling
Darlene Kreider
Shirley Martin
Kendall Mumma
Lawrence Rice
Randy Rice
Ellie Root
Polly Schmuck
Erma Snader
Noah and Joan Stahl
Nancy Sweigart
Ruth Troutman
Barbara Alexander
Rev. LaVonne Althouse (Inez Hare’s sister)
Tracy Bear (daughter of Deb Burkholder)
Kaye Biermann
Halley Bittle
Claire Brenner
Evanna Estes (friend of Mary Duing)
David Evans
Kevin Ferguson (friend of Ben and Polly Gunzenhauser)
Devin Gebhard (Cleone Rudisill’s grandson-in-law)
Rick Gerhart
Elmer and Sheila Gockley
Harold and Norma Good
Earl Goshert (Jane Pittman’s step-father)
Naomi Goshert (Jane Pittman’s mother)
Ben Gunzenhauser, Jr. (Ben and Polly’s son)
Chris Horbey
Robert L. Hornberger (Polly Schmuck’s brother)
Carolyn Houck (friend of Betty Evans)
Orion McMahon (niece’s husband of Jane Pittman)
Caitlyn Mertz (family of Jane Pittman)
Mark Mertz (Jane Pittman’s cousin)
Anna Mae Moyer (Pastor Bob’s aunt)
Sharon (friend of Alice Krahl)
Susan Rice
Dana Shoemaker (friend of Ben and Polly Gunzenhauser)
Jennifer Sikie (family of Jane Pittman)
Jared Snyder (Gail Smith’s grandson)
Tom and June Stuber (Jane Pittman’s sister and brother-in-law)
Joe Suprik (friend of Jane Pittman)
Cosette Sweigart (Polly Gunzenhauser’s niece)
Diana Sweigart (Kathryn Sweigart’s daughter-in-law)
Vernon Sweigart (Kathryn Sweigart’s son)
Randy Walker (friend of Chad and Kathy Landis)
Harry Werner (friend of Sylvia Smith-Garman)
Randy Wintersohl (Darlene Kreider’s grandson)
Miriam Wolf
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Congratulations to those with
January birthdays:
6 Glenn Buffenmyer
10 Chris Weaver
Alex Ressler
29 Austin Landis
31 Beth Weaver

Bad weather?
IF THERE IS A DOUBT whether
worship services are being held
due to weather, please call the
church office at 717-733-7808.
The recorded greeting will include
information about services.
Please hang-up after you hear
that information and before the
end of the recording to avoid
filling the voice mailbox with blank
messages.

Worship participants for January
January

6

13

20

27

Greeters

Mary Keisling

Evelyn Michael

Glenn and
Almanara
Buffenmyer

Lisa Conway

Lector

Cathy Feather

Bonnie Grater

Peggy RushtonWitmyer

Lisa Conway

Bonnie Grater
Mary Duing

Selma Hainley
Cathy Feather

Selma Hainley
Cathy Feather

Earl and Sandy
Eshleman

Acolyte
Counters
Flowers
Bulletin

Ushers

January

Glenn and Almanara
Buffenmyer
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Communion
Ushers
January
6,13,20,27

Altar Guild

Jane Pittman
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Disaster Response Meeting
Sunday, January 27, 6 PM
On Sunday, January 27, at 6:00 p.m. there will be a planning meeting for the 20th disaster response trip made
up of local volunteers from across the Lower Susquehanna Synod! At the meeting we will share details on
the dates of our upcoming trip (which are still being finalized), the location of the trip and costs associated
with the trip. The meeting will be in the Community Room at Luther Acres, 600 E. Main Street in Lititz.
Following that meeting, at 7:00 p.m., there will be a presentation from the trip, just completed in November, to
Puerto Rico. Everyone is invited to come out and hear the stories from our trip and to share dessert and
coffee!
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